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Bratiskovci Parish 

 
 
 

Bratiskovci’s Parish is located in the region of the former community Skradin that is 

now part of the Sibenik community.  The Church is part of the Dalmation Orthodox 

diocese.  According to the most recent sources found to date, Bratiskovci’s parish 

was mentioned for the first time in 1713,1 and her region in 1808.  At that time it 

included Bradiskovci, Smrdelje, Plastovo, Velikuaglava, Sonkovic and Cista Mala.2  

Its region was changing.  In the beginning, it was  a  small  region and now 

comprises Bratiskovci, Gorice, Icevo, Kahanj, Smrdelje, Zdrapanj, Plastovo, Velika 

Glava, Sonkovic, Gracac, Preklanj.3  In the center is the village Bratiskovci with the 

Church. According to archives of Bratiskovici’s parish, predecessors of the present 

inhabitants from Bratiskovci and other villages which comprise the parish came at 

the end of the XVII century and the beginning of the XVIII century from Bosnia, 

Hercegovina, and Montenegro during Venetian  rule. 

 

As soon as the Turks were forced to leave the region, the first to move into 

Bratiskovci was the Vulinovic clan.   They even found Turkish fire burning at Kulin 

Beg’s castle.  The Vulinovic clan consisted of dukes with units who were escaping 

                                            
1
 N. Milas – scripts about history of Orthodox Church in Dalmatian Diocese from XV to XIX Century 1899, 100 

 
2
 Serbian – Dalmatian periodical 1870 – 71, 88 

 
3
 Cista Mala was separated from Bratiskovci 1934 year when added to Bribir Parish.   
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Turkish terror from Bosnia and Hercegovina. They were fighting against the Turks 

and,with the help of Venice’s army, were forcing the Turks to leave Dalmatia.  They 

were colonels, dukes and later captains who were the village heads for a long time.  

As first newcomers, they took possession of the biggest part of the village and mills 

on Krka Falls and on the Krka River near Skradin.4   

 

On the heels of the Vulinovic clan came the Lalic clan.  In addition to Bratiskovci, 

they had farmland in Gorice and all the Lalic families in |Gorice  were their 

descendents. After them came the Ognjenovic clan which now live in Kakanj, then 

the Erakovic, Manojlovic, Kricke and other families in succession.5                                                                                                                    

 

In the beginning of the XVIII century, the village of Bratiskovci was formed from 

newcomers.  On the basis of fact that in 1713 a population with Church and priest 

inhabited Bratiskovci, we conclude that at that time a parish existed, although 

according to Venice’s archives, it was mentioned later in 1730.6  But the Church is 

being mentioned in the Church archives at the end of the 16th century in 1592, and 

the population was cited at the beginning of seventeenth century.  According to 

some scripts, the Church in Bratiskovci was built and consecrated in 1592 with the 

                                            
4
 Data found in annals of Bratiskovci’s Parish 1892 – 2 

 
5
 Data found in annals of Bratiskovci’s Parish 1892 – 2 

 
6
 Historical Archive, Zadar further in text Haz, scripts of Venice Governor’s Sebastian Venedramin,  

Volume 1v, 1730, 140 
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blessing of Archbishop Dabrobosanski Aksentije (1579 – 1601).7 According to other 

sources (scripts), the Church was built in the beginning of  the XVII century by the 

Pavasovic clan which came from Hercegovina.  Later they gifted the Church to the 

village and subsequently bestowed their houses and farms to the Church. They left 

the village in the same century and inhabited Skradinsko Polje near Skradin where 

they still live today.8 

According to records kept by the Pavasovic clan, a chapel existed before the Church 

was built in its place.9 

 

The Pavasovic presence in Bratiskovci  in the XVII  century is corroborated by an 

inscription on the Church’s house, this house legacy of Ilija Pavasovic restored in 

1937,  and a grave inscription confirming that a Pavasovic was buried there in 1787 

is visible on the stone plate in front of the church. 

 

Based on all this evidence,  it could be said that in the beginning of the XVII 

century Pavasovic had restored that small Church, or on that same site, built an 

entirely new Church.  Therefore it is an existing possibility that Bratiskovci’s parish 

existed even before the XVIII century because this Church with Pavasovic was 

                                            
7
 N. Milas – Orthodox Dalmatia, Zadar 1900, 175 

 
8
 People’s Calendar, 1867, Zadar, 87 and 88 

 
9
 By statement of Tomo Pavasovic from Skradinsko Polje 
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mentioned in the 17th century.  In the meantime, we don’t have written records 

about the existence of either parish during Pavasovic’s time, or of organized 

religious life.  It is not known whether, after the departure of Pavasovic, there 

remained any Orthodox population in Bratiskovci up to the end of XVII century, or 

at the beginning of XVIII century, when some new population came.  The Church 

was built and consecrated in 1592.  In the first half of the XVII century  the Church 

was either renewed by Pavasovic or they built a new one on the same site.  After 

that, the Church was renewed two times. 

 

The Church has a rectangular base and is devoted to St. Nicholas in the XIX 

century. In 1851 the Church was built with a new spacious altar and the half-round 

dish-shaped dome was made from stalactite and roofed with ceramic tiles.  The first 

steeple was wrecked and a more monunmental one was built in 1893.  The Church 

belongs in style to the small coastal village Churches built with trimmed stone.  The 

steeple was built in the old Roman tradition with Baroque elements.10  

 

Besides the original Church in Bratiskovci at the time when the region of the parish 

comprised of Cista Mala, a subsidiary was built in Cista Mala in 1895, which was 

devoted to transferring the relics of Saint Nikola.  It was built by the residents of 

Cista Mala and Gaceleze by donations because of  the distance from their original 

                                            
10

 More details about Church V. Bogoslovlje, 1970, 145 – 150 
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Church in Bratiskovci.  The act of consecration was performed by Bishop Milas, 

assisted by Bribir’s priest Sava Bjelic, Bratiskovci’s priest Bogdan Dobrota and 

administrator of Kistanje’s parish monk, Simeon Opacic.  On that occasion, the 

Church got 200 forintas (Austrian currency) in money contributions, along with 

candles and festive priest garments, and icons.11 From that time, the priest  of 

Bratiskovci’s parish officially served in the  subsidiary Church in Cista Mala.  In the 

region of the parish, besides the main graveyard in Bratiskovci, there was a 

graveyard in Smrdelje with a chapel which served as a resting place for the 

deceased faithfull in that village.   

 

On the distaff of the chapel is a small school bell which was transferred from 

Bratiskovci to announce the death of the deceased faithful.  In the  Smrdelje 

chapel, faithful parishioners lit candles for the repose (eternal rest) of the deceased 

souls. 

 

 

                                            
11

 Serbian Voice, Zadar, No. 47, 1895.  Schematism Dalmatian – Istrian Diocese, 1895 
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ASSETS OF THE CHURCH AND ITS REVENUE 

 
Church property and its income property possibilities are moderate.  Besides the 

Church in which religious services are performed, the property includes two special 

Church houses which served for different religious, educational and cultural needs.  

According to written scripts, Pavasovic  first donated land and houses to the Church 

in the XVII century.  The church in 1828 had 7 (2,725m2) hectares of vineyards, 

1,440m2 arable land,  3140m2 forest and a 164 m2 vegetable garden.12  After that, 

church property was increased by bequests and donations by the faithful in money 

or goods.  According to the archives, a donor’s letter in the last will of Todor Pozder 

from Velika Glava bequeathed to his church 1.5 hectares arable ground. 

 

According to the 1879 inventory, the church estate comprised 7 hectares of 

vineyards and arable land of approximately 6 hectares.  According to the inventory 

records, the church possessed the same amount of property in 1889.13  According 

to data in the land registry in Sibenik from 1970, besides the houses, the church 

possesses 0.5 hectares of vineyard, 8.5 hectares arable land, approximately 2 

hectares of pastures and 1.1 hectares forest.14  

                                            
12

 Archive of old maps, Split 1828.  Land register community Bratiskovci No. 54, Skradin, Sonkovic, No. 572, 

Velika Glava No. 685 

 
13

 Archives of Bratiskovci Parish - inventory of real estate -Parish of St. Nicholas 1879 and 1889 

 
14

 Land registry office Sibenik convergent sheet 1970, No. 6 Ko Bratiskovci 
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For Dalmation circumstances, this was a moderate estate and it can be said that 

total incomes at that time fulfilled the church’s requirements so that the church 

could use one part for education and school. 

 

The church ministered to the poor and well-to-do because donations were given for 

purely religious reasons and for religious purposes and needs -- the salvation of the 

donor’s soul and the souls of loved ones, and for the health and success of the 

household.  Income was derived from the sale of agricultural products (wheat, 

wine, oil and brandy), donations to the church plate, the sale of wool, candles, and 

from bequests and special donations.  In the 19th century, the total income was 

very good and amounted, for example, to 1006.16 forints income and 962.13 

forints expenses in 186215 and 1546.29 forints income and 962.15 forints expenses 

in 1882.16 

 

This income was used primarily for church needs and the advancement of religious 

life and occasionally for cultural life.  It has to be mentioned that even now, a great 

number of faithful give donations to their church for the advancement of religious 

life of the parishioners in various situations and for the upkeep of their own cultural 

historical monument.  According to enumeration data on Orthodox parishioners in 

Bratiskovci Parish for the year 1808, the parish consisted of 1,200 persons and 

                                            
15

 Archives of Bratiskovci Parish.  Excerpt of bills from journal of income and expenses of Church St. Nicholas in 

Bratiskovci for 1862 year.  C. No. 58 

 
16

 Archives of Bratiskovci Parish.  Excerpt of bills from journal of income and expenses of Church St. Nicholas in 

Bratiskovci for 1882 year.  C. No. 68 
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comprised 6 villages -- Bratiskovi (with church), Plastovo, Velika Glava, Smrdelje, 

Sonkovic and Cista Mala. 

 

For the year 1840, the parish consisted of 1,600 persons and comprised 11 villages 

-- Bratiskovci (with church), Plastovo, Velika Glava, Smrdelje, Sonkovic, Cista Mala, 

Dubravice, Rupe, Zdrapanj, Kakanj, Icevo. In the year 1850, the parish comprised 

1,673 persons and 13 villages.  In the year 1860, there were 239 homes and 1,786 

persons.  In 1880, a total of 2,051 persons with 207 homes (Bratiskovci alone had 

63 homes with 472 persons) made up the parish.  In 1912, the parish comprised 11 

villages, 458 homes and 2,922 persons with Bratiskovci alone having 92 homes 

with  676 persons.17  In 1924, Bratiskovci parish had 3,203 persons.18  Today, the 

parish has 600 homes.19  

 

                                            
17

 Data taken from Schematism of OrthodoxDalmatian-Istrian Diocese for mentioned year 

 
18

 Schematism Serbian Orthodox Church for 1925 year 128 – 134 

 
19

 By statement of Bratiskovci’s priest Rajko Maric 
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THE SOCIAL-ECONOMIC SITUATION IN BRATISKOVCI 

AND SURROUNDINGS 

In the inland/continental part of Northern Dalmatia, the majority of the population 

was composed of farmers, mainly owners of small farms.  In the region where 

Bratiskovci is located, the population was exclusively farmers and peasants. 

 

According to existing data, there were in Bratiskovci, through the XIX century up to 

the beginning of World War I, besides peasants, one, two, or three priests, and one 

teacher when the school was operating.  There existed one small general store and 

coffee shop operated by Jandrija Baljak.  The only tradesmen before the First World 

War were one blacksmith and wheelmaker, Jandrija Vukovic from Sonkovic, and 

later Djuro Vulinovic from Bratiskovci, and after 1910 Acim Trobonjaca, a 

shoemaker.20  Alongside them were several seasonal grafters at the beginning of 

the XX century (Bozo Dobrota, Toma Manojlovic, Nikola Skrobonja, Iljia Dobrota, 

and others).  Some of the above-mentioned continued their work after World War I.  

While peasants in the interior of Northern Dalmatia were engaged in agriculture and 

cattle breeding, in Bratiskovci and surroundings, the cultivation of vineyards was 

the leading agricultural activity.  There  was little cultivation of wheat produce, 

barley, oats, and such.  Tobacco was cultivated in small quantities, and vegetables 

and fruits in even smaller quantities (almonds, figs and olives).  Vineyards had 

                                            
20

 By statement of Bozo Dobrota and Nikola Dobrota 
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been the main source of income, but these were, at the end of the 19th and 

beginning of the 20th centuries, destroyed by disease.  After this calamity they were 

re-grown but were now found in smaller numbers.  The manner of cultivation was 

largely primitive.  The low prices of agricultural products at that time could not 

satisfy the life needs of the peasant population.21 

 

People were mainly poor because economical realities were severely constrained.  

The majority of peasants had less then 2 acres of arable land: insufficient for 

maintaining one family.  Besides, some peasants in the 19th century and later were 

economically subordinated: dependent on landlords, although legally they were 

free.  Land reform at that time was hoped for, but had yet to become a reality. 

 

The possibilities of employment besides agriculture were minimal.  It was possible 

to get day-work as farmers, sometimes as full-time servants.  Some seasonal 

masons performed construction work, and grafters, because of the slow re-

establishment of the vineyards found temporary work in Knin, Sibenik and other 

places.22 

 

After the Second World War, in the new Socialist State, the economic and social 

                                            
21

 By statement of Bozo Dobrota and Nikola Dobrota 

 
22

 By statement of Bozo Dobrota and Nikola Dobrota 
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situation in the village and surroundings was much improved.  There were 

undertaken various social and economic measures: agrarian reform and the 

establishment of a number of different  factories in the surrounding hinterland.  

Thanks to expanding and steady employment in the country at large, and the 

importation from foreign countries of improved ways of the cultivation of the 

ground with the adaptation of contemporary agro-technical means, there emerged 

increased incomes along with electrification, and ambulance service.  There was 

now a more hygienic way of life, and an overall improvement of the socio-

economical situation of parishioners.  In the village there was developed a well-

organized and settled agricultural farming co-operative: a producer-consumer type 

implemented after the Second World War.  It was engaged in agricultural produce 

through the collectively owned local economy: the purchase and sale of grapes, 

along with trade, retail, mixed merchandise, and hospitality (tourism), and 

employing numbers of people from the region.  The co-operative contributed to the 

improvement of the standard of life in Bratiskovci and surroundings.   
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THE PRIESTHOOD 

 

As its first priest, recorded according to the annals of Bratiskovci’s parish, stands 

Father Jovan Popovic, who performed his priestly duties at the beginning of the 

XVIII century.23  Right after him is  Misailo (Mihailo) Dobretic (Dobrota), son of 

Jovo,24 who in the records is first mentioned as Misailo Popovic, named Dobretic,25 

and afterward just as Misailo Dobretic.  He was the first priest in Bratiskovic who 

from the surname Popovic came to have the surname Dobretic (Dobrota).26  He is 

first mentioned in the Hamlet Kistanje in Venetian records of the year 1716 as the 

priest who asked to get under his jurisdiction the parish and the Church of St. 

Nikola at Kistanje: asking to take on the management of the Church of St. Nikola 

and to take care of its parishioner’s souls. 

 

Upon the request of the monks of the monastery Krka, Venitian authorities refused 

Jovan, because this parish was being taken care of for many years by monks from 

                                            
23

 Cronicles Bratiskovci’s Parish 
24

 Haz Land Register XVII and XVIII Century - surveyor Kozmo Fabentini, Volume 7 – Booklet; Alphabeto 

Dikietagne, Multiupuche, without pay 305 

 
25

 Haz Land Register XVII and XVIII Century - surveyor Kozmo Fabentini, Volume 7 – Booklet; Alphabeto 

Dikietagne, Multiupuche, without pay 305 

 
26

 In entry of the book Psaltir book of Psalms, printed in the printing house Jeronin Zagurovic, Zagirpvoc in Venice 

on bound sheets 1 – 6 was noted  down clan Dobrota Priest in Bratiskovci from XVII to XX Century.  First among 

them was noted down Misailo Dobrota.  All of them were noted down as Dobrota, although in the beginning they 

were called Popovic (V. Mosin and M. Radeka – cyrilic alphabet notes.  In northern Dalmatia – Bratiskovci;  

Antique Books 48, 202, Zagreb 1958.  According to chronicles of the time in the course of the time this family was 

called Dobrota. 
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the monastery of Krka.27  After this  he came to Bratiskovci, where, according to 

written documents, there was still residing there the first priest from the family 

Dobrota at the Church St. Nikola.  This was in the first half of XVIII century. 

 

Jovan Dobretic (Dobrota)28 son of priest Misailo, was, following his father, for many 

years (1730 – 1788) the priest in Bratiskovci, though, because of Church needs, he 

also served a short time in Sibenik – in the year 1744.29  He died in 1788, still the 

parish priest.  He had received his priestly ordination in Austro-Hungary: from there 

he returned secretly.  He was the first to organize the parish and community, 

establishing a formal parish administration, and from 1743 recording tidy registers 

of the newly-born and just deceased; these even today represent an important 

historical resource.30  He also became the first chronicler of this region, as he 

regularly recorded in the Church registers and other Church books important events 

from his personal life and from life in the region of his parish. 

                                            
27

 Has scripts of the Venice Governor, Angelo Emo (1714 – 1718) Volume IV, 39 and 253 

 
28

 Jovan Dobretic is being mentioned in Venice and some domestic data sometime as Dobretic (Archive Sanu 8711 - 

15 in connection with XX 9) and some time as Dobrota (Luba Stojanovic – old Serbian Scripts and inscriptions). 

Beograd, 1902, No. 8509 

 
29

 Archive of Serbian Orthodox Parish Sibenik old register book of christened of Greek Orthodox Parish in Sibenik 

1653 – 1792, 225, 705, 573.   

 
30

 Archives of Bratiskovci’s Parish.  Inventory of Parish of St. Nikola Orthodox Eastern faith in Bratiskovci 1854 

year register book from 1775 – 1850 are being kept at historical archive in Zadar, and after 1850 up to date in Parish 

archive in Bratiskovci.  Older register books were conducted at the beginning in Serbian language of cyrillic 

alphabet, and later in the middle of the XIX century were conducted sometime with latin alphabet and Italian 

language.  Under influence of people’s renascence and common aspiration was issued in 1861 circular by state 

authority that orthodox priests can’t without any obstacles write their register books in cyrillic alphabet in Serbian 

language.  From that time register books were conducted in cyrillic alphabet and in Serbian language.  This register 

books and all abstracts and various other certificates have cultural historical significance. 
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The Venetian Republic attempted many times through the XVIII century to subdue 

the Orthodox Church in Dalmatia, subordinating it to the spiritual authority of 

Roman Catholic Bishops.  In spite of this, the Serbian people of Dalmatia under 

Venice’s authority, regardless of social differences, gave a very resolute rejection of 

these efforts and opposed this attempted merger.   

 

Beside Jovan Dobrota, in the Venetian archives in 1740 there are mentioned priests 

in Bratiskovci named Stevan Popovic and Jovan Manojlovic.  They all participated in 

opposing these Venetian attempts and so contributed their part in preserving the 

independence of the Orthodox Church.  All three refused to recognize the authority 

of Roman Catholic Bishops and to be subjected to their spiritual authority.31 

 

Because of this, all three were suspended from priestly duty, and Jovan Manojlovic, 

the most resolute of them, was jailed.32  Other data on the life and work of the 

aforementioned priests we do not have.  According to recovered documents for 

those who were serving in the Bratiskovci Parish in 1753 – 1754, there were two 

priests whose names are not recorded.33 

 

For the year 1759, the priest Jovan Apolovic is recorded.  About him we only know 

                                            
31

 Archive Sanu, Beograd, 871 – XX.A15 in connection XXII - 9 
32

 Archive Sanu, Beograd, 871 – XX.A15 in connection XXII - 9 
33

 N. Milas writings about history of Orthosix Church in Dalmatian Diocese from XV to XIX century.   

Zadar 1899, 33 
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that he in that year signed with other representatives, Orthodox laymen and 

priests, in Dalmatia, an appeal to Venice's Senate for the approval of the election of 

a Bishop for Orthodox Serbs in Dalmatia --- "so that from our Slavic Serbian 

language and Greek Religious Law the most faithful subjects of the Venetian 

Republic can be recognized, and prosper in their own faith."34  Towards the end of 

the 18th century, in the year 1784, according to records, the priest Stevan Kricka is 

mentioned as the priest in Bratiskovci.   At the end of the XVIII and beginning of 

the XIX century in Bratiskovici there were serving at the same time two to three 

priests. 

 

At this time, throughout the region of Dalmatia and in Bratiskovci state authority 

was changing hands.  The Venetian Republic (1699 – 1797) gave way first to the 

authority of Austria (1797 – 1805) and then to that of the French Republic (1805 – 

1814).35  The second rule of Austria extended from 1814 and beyond, through to 

the end of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th century.   

 

It is recorded that at the end of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th century36 

                                            
34

 N. Milas writings about history of Orthosix Church in Dalmatian Diocese from XV to XIX century.  

 Zadar 1899, 33 

 
35

 In chronicles of Bratiskovci’s Parish is written that French General Marmont 1812 has stayed in Bratiskovci in the 

house of Kulin Ban and that then by his order French Army who stayed in Bratiskovci, Plastovo, Velika Glava and 

Dubravice every day conducted exercises in Bratiskovci’s field “Mobine”. 

 
36

 According to notes, at the end of XVIII in the beginning of XIX century Orthodox Priesthood in Dalmatia was 

mainly on lower grade in professional education and in general culture.  Beside those priests, who by comprehension 

and by the way of life up to certain extent overtopped above the midst in which they were working.  There were 
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Jovan Dobretic served in Bratiskovci.  He is also known to have written chronicles in 

the MOLITOSLOV, “The Book of Prayers” (Knjiega Molitava) from the 15th century, 

which was his own property, and which is now kept in the People’s Library in 

Vienna.  Personally written down there and signed with his own hand in the 

beginning of the 19th century is the fact that he was a chaplain in Bratiskovci.37 

 

Dimitrije (Dmitar) Dobreta – Dobrota (1785 – 1833) was the son of priest Jovan 

and Marija Kierberin.  Born in Bratiskovci in 1761 in Bratiskovci parish, he was the 

first chaplain, and the parish priest until his death in 1833.38  He enjoyed the 

reputation of a good priest, and he was very active in his priest’s work, 

endeavouring to elevate the religious and moral life of his parishioners.  He was 

also a big patriot.  Besides participating in the activity of parish work, he took on a 

visible participation in all the general work of the Orthodox Church throughout 

Dalmatia, doing his best to improve affairs in the Church for the goodness of the 

Church.  The people at that time, in 1803, along with thirteen other priests, worked 

very hard to elect an Orthodox Dalmatian Bishop.  Archimandrite Simeon Ivkovic 

from Hercegovina was put forward for Orthodox Dalmatian Bishop, but this was 

                                                                                                                                             
such who even did not know correctly to read, and even a less to write in Church Slavonic.  Were also those who did 

not know how to perform their duties.  Rarely were conducted registered books.  Priesthood was prepared for in 

their vocation in the monasteries or by more experienced priests.  Insufficient educated priests performed badly 

moral and educational influence on people who were backward and uneducated and somewhere inclined vices.  

Biography of Germasim Zelic 11, Beograd, Skz 110, Serbian – Dalmatian Almanac 1836, 100 

 
37

 National Library, Vienna, Inventory of old Cyrillic scripts No. 97 

 
38

 Registers books Bratiskovci’s Parish (1775 – 1833)  
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rejected by the Austrian authorities.39 

 

After that, as a priest with a very good reputation he participated at the sessions of 

the Orthodox Church's People’s Assembly, which, by decision of the new French 

authorities, was held at the end of 1808, at the Church of St. Ilija, in Zadar on the 

Dalmatian coast.  This Assembly was composed of 40 members from Dalmatia and 

Boka (the Gulf in the Montenegro coast), 27 laymen and 13 priests.   At this 

Assembly  the Statute of Regulations for Church affairs in the Orthodox Dalmatian 

diocese was established.  For the Bratiskovci parish it was resolved to abolish one 

of the two chaplains, because it was deemed that it was enough that one chaplain 

and one priest perform the priest’s duties at this parish.  However it was also 

decided that Bratiskovci’s parish region remain the same in extent.40 

 

It should be said that already before the holding of this assembly, the Emperor 

Napoleon, during his reign in Dalmatia (1805 - 1814), by decree, in 19/1X – 1808, 

established throughout Dalmatia an Autonomous Orthodox Diocese, and a 

seminary.41 

 

The Archdeacon Dimitrije was exemplary, hard working, and a good patriot, one 

                                            
39

 N. Milas, Orthodox Dalmatia. Zadar, 1900, 46, 76 

 
40

 Serbian-Dalmatian magazine Zadar from 1770 – 1771, 6 – 78 
41

 N. Milas, Orthodox Dalmatiou, Zadar, 1900, 450  
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who was recognized by his superiors and people.  Sylvester Vuckovic the district’s 

Skradin Archdeacon, in his report on the Archdeacon's death, gives very high marks 

for his parish and patriotic work, and said that he devoted 48 years in the service of 

Church and Fatherland “with the admiration of his superiors”.42 

 

Next came Petar Kricka (1794 – 1810).43  He inscribed with his own hand in 1800 in 

the TIPIK (Book of Church Service Rules, Moscow edition, 1708), that Ilija 

Vulinovic, church warden, bought this book and 6 "mineya" for 130 Ducats (golden 

coins).44    Although hardly literate, he worked hard to improve his Church's 

administration.  One of his documents of family data is preserved. 

                                            
42

 Haz registar of Orthodox Dalmatian –Istrian Diocese, 1823, No. 72 – 1833 
43

 Beside mentioned of Tipik and Mineja 
44

 Beside mentioned Tipik and Mineja 

In Bratiskovci Church there are other divine service books, around thirty up to dates kept.  The biggest number of 

these books was printed in Russia.  In Moscow 13 books in XVIII century, 9 in XIX century and one in XXC.  In 

Kijev 2 books in VIII c. small number of books were printed in Venice, 1 in XVIC and 2 in XIIIC.  Afterwards from 

XIXC there is one book printed in Beograd. 

Beside printed books there is one written by hand about second arrival of Jesus Christ from XVIII Century, Cyrillic 

in old Church Slavonic words. 

In service books (Moscow 1760) in the beginning and at the end of book are hand written appendixes with Cyrillic 

alphabet old Church Slavonic constitutional hand manuscript.  Among these books there are many much valued and 

in some interesting written with one’s own hand notes in general weather changes and other special events.  In Triod 

(Moskva 1767) has registered Priest Andrej Dobrota that he bought this book for Bratiskovci’s Church St. Nikola on 

the 1
st
 of June, 1806 for 25 forinta in Pakrac. 

In Pentikostar (devine service book) Moskva 1731 exists note that Ilarion Torbica in Dragovic has restored (bound) 

this book in 1852 for 4 forinta (Austrian money).  There are records in some other devine service books in 

Bratiskovci’s Church.  These books and notes in them have historical-cultural significance.  Records have been 

written in Serbian Cyrillic alphabet. 

Data V. Milas and M. Radeka.  Cyrillic manuscripts in northern Dalmatia-Bratiskovci.  Antique book 48, Zagreb 

1958, 202. 

Some books and some manuscripts found personally by the author of this article in Bratiskovci’s Church. 
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Andrija Dobreta (Dobrota) 1802 – 1838, was the son of Jovan and Jelena 

Bjelanovic.45  Born in Bratiskovci in 1780, he was a priest for 36 years --- firstly as 

chaplain to his Uncle Archdeacon Dimitrije, and after his death, as parish priest.  He 

died in 1838 of a stroke in his 58th year.46  He was very much the People’s priest.  

He was spiritual, bright, sociable, and approachable, “A free and cheerful spirit”.  As 

such, he tried to advance as much as possible the religious/moral life of his parish 

and people by better fortifying them in their Orthodox religion. 

 

Along with his uncle, Archdeacon Dimitrije, Andrija in 1809 also participated in the 

Assembly for the arrangement of the Church Order for all Orthodox Dalmatian 

churches.  He was engaged with 9 other outstanding priests along with 92 laymen 

in the enterprise to have Venedickt Kraljevicthat appointed Dalmatian Orthodox 

Bishop, as he was, “the best, the most moral, the most religious man, for whose 

loyal citizenship, faithfulness, and smart behaviour they can all vouch”.47  

 

It has to be pointed out that Archdeacon Andrija for that time was a very well-

educated man.  He organized and improved Church administration, the best proofs 

of which are the Church books and various parish documents which, even today, 

                                            
45

 From year 1836 Andrija as all other priests from this clan, after him, are called Dobrota.  According to that the 

same one family in course of time changed the surname from Popovice to present Dobrota (Popovic, Dobretic, 

Dobreta, Dobrota) 

 
46

 Haz registered books in Bratiskovci’s Parish for mentioned years 

 
47

 N. Milas Orthodox Dalmatia Zadar 1900, 496 – concerved are his certificates about concluded marriage, about 

family status and at the same time about the property and family status 
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survive in Zadar in the State archives.  

 

The Austrians, during their rule in Dalmatia in the first half of the XIX century tried 

to use the coercion of state authority to promote the Catholicizing of Greek 

Orthodox Christians.  In the meantime, as it is well known, the Serbian people were 

very opposed to this Union, so much so that its success was minimal.  One of the 

fighters against that Union was Archdeacon Andrija, who contributed much to 

preventing it in Sibenik and its larger region. 

 

Kirilo Cvjetkovic, in his autobiography, speaking about the work of the Archdeacon, 

said that he was “a zealous and praise-worthy priest.”48  It has to be said that the 

priests who we know of from that time, by their education and culture were 

outstanding in the context in which they were working.  They were very well 

educated for their priestly vocation and therefore had a strong influence on 

parishioners.  Their work on the religious --- moral and educational situation in the 

Bratiskovci parish was exemplary.   

 

For the beginning of 1838, as administrative clerk in the Bratiskovci parish, Spiridon 

Kovacevic is mentioned, while Marko Kricka is recorded as clerk for the second half 

                                            
48

 Autobiography of Archdeacon Kirilo Cvetkovic, Beograd 1898, 175 – 121 

Kiril Arambasic is mentioned as a priest in year 1841.  Todor Zezelj for a short time in the same year 1841 and 

Stojan Mirkovic in 1854 as administrator 47, page 18 
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of the year 1838. 

 

Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota, Bratiskovci’s subsequent priest, was one of the most 

distinguished priests in the Orthodox Church in Dalmatia before the end of the 

second half of the XIX century, and up to today, the most deserving priest in 

Bratiskovci’s parish.  He was not only an exemplary priest, but also a steadfast 

fighter against illiteracy and ignorance, a cultured and educated worker, a big 

patriot and awakener of national consciousness. 

 

After 1849, following Austria's proclamation of the freedom and the equality of all 

the religions of the Empire, far better conditions were created for the development 

of the Orthodox Church in Dalmatia.  At that time came the activity of Archdeacon 

Damjan Dobrota, who, thanks to those better conditions, endeavoured to improve 

the organization of his parish, and was more successful in developing Church-

Religious and cultural educational life in the parish. 

 

Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota (1838 – 1894), son of Archdeacon Andrija Dobrota 

and Vasilija Baljkovic was born in Bratiskovci in 1813.  He finished high school in 

Sremski Karlovci, and after 1836 the Sremski seminary.  After his schooling he 

continued to improve his education, observing and studying everything what was 

happening in academic, public and political life, because he justly considered that 
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men with a better education and knowledge may have a more successfully influence 

on the education of the people.  He lay down and got up with book in hand.49  He 

was a very cultured and educated priest, and a good connoisseur of foreign 

languages (Italian, German).  By his ability and efforts he belonged among the 

most educated older priests.50  Exemplary as a priest and man, he enjoyed a 

considerable reputation in the priesthood and among his people and was well liked 

and respected.  “An example of an honourable life",  was what people would say, 

and that he was "a respectable, sincere man, and the personification of 

punctuality."  His life was blameless and full or work, as for the Church and his 

people he was working with love.51    

 

He was first a professor of the clerical school in Sibenik, where he worked from 

1836 to 1838.  Upon the request of his native region and by his own wish be then 

became a priest in his native village in Bratiskovci.  He was ordained in Pakrac for 

Deacon on November 29, in the year 1838, and afterwards for priest on November 

30 in 1838.  He was promoted to Archdeacon in July of 1858.  At the age of 25 he 

went to Bratiskovci, where he spent his whole priestly vocation as a parish priest 

(52 years).  For only for a short period of time, responding to the Church's needs, 

he was a priest in Skradin and Zadar. 

                                            
49

 Schemitizm of Orthodox Dalmatian-Istrain Diocese 1897, 45 
50

 Serbian Voice – Zadar, 1896 – No. 33 
51

 Serbian Voice – Zadar, 1896 – No. 33 
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Kiril Arambasic has been mentioned as a priest in Bratiskovci in 1841.  Teodor 

Zezelj was there for a short time that year, and Stojan Mirkovic was an 

administrator in 1854. 

 

Damjan Dobrota was engaged in Church and society in different positions.  He was 

District Archdeacon, Honorary President of the Diocese in Zadar, member founder 

of the Priesthood Foundation, and for many years a member of the management 

board, after that for a long time school supervisor, principal of the school, and 

more.  He died in 1896 at the age of 83.52  As a District Archdeacon (1858 – 1894) 

he distinguished himself in priestly and pastoral work.  He gave instructions for 

work in order that the priest would have success in building up the faithful in the 

Christian spirit and teaching.   The Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota thought that it is 

the first and the most sacred duty of every priest to actively participate in the 

catechization (religious instruction) of the youth, especially of the youth.  Regularly 

he performed the catechization of the young until they reached the age of 18.53  He 

liked working with children very much and was successful at it.  He knew how to 

approach them and to develop in them a love toward the faith and their people.  He 

also organized children’s singing in the Church. 

 

                                            
52

 Date about service taken from Schematism Orthodox Dalmatian Istrian Diocese, 1850 – 1894 and year 1897 from 

archives of Bratiskovci Parish 
53

 Scripts of Orthodox Dalmatian-Istrian Diocese, volume 73, No. 859 



- -24- 

 

He paid attention to the education of adults as well, and in this he had success 

thanks not only to his professional knowledge, but also to his natural gifts and his 

social graces, and especially due to the love with which he approached everything.  

He was a dear guest in each home and a good companion is every company.54  

Lessons and advice he would offer outside the Church as well.  A good pedagogue 

in his communication with people, he would adjust himself to the level of their 

particular education.  His conversation was different with illiterates from that which 

he would have with educated people.  In peasant’s homes he was teaching people, 

in educated society he led a smart conversation.55  Generally he helped his 

parishioners in all aspects of life and he helped the poor materially. 

 

In order to have success in his mission, he would say, a priest must have love 

towards his vocation, toward his faith and towards his people.56  He tried to 

eradicate thefts, maledictions, curses, drunkenness and illegal marriages.  He 

fought against superstition and many harmful customs.  With his exemplary life he 

made a strong inpact on parishioners.  His words were in harmony with his actions.  

By educating his parishioners with evangelic teaching, he was raising their spiritual 

life. 

 

                                            
54

 Serbian Voice, Zadar, 1896, No. 33 
55

 Serbian Voice, Zadar, 1896, No. 33 
56

 Scripts of Orthodox Dalmatian-Istrian Diocese, volume 73, No. 859 
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He also devoted time, effort, and resources to renovating both the outside and 

inside of the Church.  In 1851 he built a new and spacious altar with Icon-Screen 

(Iconostas).57  With his chaplain and wardens, he also built a monumental belfry in 

the year 1893 – this date can be seen in the inscription which is built into it.  The 

belfry has Roman stylistic features along with some noticeable Baroque elements.58  

This information was found in the archives of the Orthodox Diocese for 1850 – 1894 

and for 1897, from the records of the Bratiskovci parish.   

 

Damjan Dobrota participated in the process of national awakening, contributing to 

the development of a national consciousness, through spreading an interest in 

books and in reading.  Even as a student in Sremski Karlovci he had distributed in 

Dalmatia many good Serbian books.  He had been receiving and distributing the 

literature of revival – the Serbian Dalmatian magazine (1838 – 1873).  Later he 

occasionally contributed to it, as well as to Zora Dalmatska (1844 – 1853).   He 

founded, for that time, quite a big personal library, which had a knowledgeable 

theological and general educational character, and which was of benefit to him and 

all the surrounding community. 

 

                                            
57

 Bellfry were two bigger bells and two smaller bells purchased from Venice.  They sounded harmoniously and 

people were pleased to have them.  Believers liked them very much. 

 
58

 Ibid 
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He was aware that without knowledge and without learning there is neither 

progress nor a future.  In order to awake awareness of the need for a cultural life 

he would point out this always contemporary and far reaching thought, that 

"without knowledge, without education, all would come to naught."59  Knowing that 

ideas of education cannot be realized without strong material means, he advocated 

founding endowments devoted to education.  He would say, “Can there be any 

more pious, more beneficial goal, but that children learn, that people get 

educated.”60  

 

Archecon Damjan Dobrota was the first teacher in Bratiskovci’s school.  This was 

opened for the first time in the “fraternal” house, respectively the Church house, in 

the year 1847.61  However, after but one year of work it ceased to operate.62  Even 

so, after another 11 years of his initiatives, in the school year 1858 – 1859, it 

opened again in the same Church house,63 and in 1868 Archdeacon Damjan 

Dobrota was for the second time the teacher in this school.  Because of his culture, 

reputation and love towards schools and education, Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota 

became a school Supervisor in Skradin, his supervisorship lasting from 1847  until 

1869.  He was the Principal of Bratiskovci’s school throughout its existence.  In 

1869 schools in Dalmatia were separated from the Church, which from that time on 

                                            
59

 Serbian Dalmatian Periodical 1861, 161 
60

 Serbian Dalmatian Periodical 1861, 161 
61

 Archives of Bratiskovci Parish 1847, 24 
62

 Scripts of Orthodox Dalmatian-Istrian Haz Diocese Volume 50, No. 472 
63

 RSW (1858) VIIC 2741 
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was enjoined to focus solely on religious subjects.   

 

It has to be emphasized that besides working to open schools as cultural 

educational establishments, Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota endeavoured that schools 

operate in the people's language, and work at fostering a national spirit, as this was 

the most secure guarantee for preserving a Serbian consciousness.64  

 

In a backward environment, the Archdeacon in his work on the promotion of 

schools and on the education of the people found many different obstacles, but he 

was driven on by his love towards his people, especially its youth.  It was through 

his steady persistent work that he conquered obstacles and achieved visible 

success.   

 

The Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota had traveled to Montenegro in 1871, and in 

Cetinje attended the Christening of the Prince-Heir Danico.  After that he re-visited 

Sremski Karlovci where he had some time ago attended school. 

 

In Nova Ravanica, in Fruska Gora, he venerated the  relics of the Holy Martyr Prince 

Lazar.  He then visited Belgrade and many other places in the interior of Serbia.65  

                                            
64

 At that time in the frame of national renaissance people were fighting for national language in Dalmatia in which 

education mainly was in Italian teaching language. 
65

 Serbian Voice Zadar 1896, No. 33 
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He also traveled to Austria (Vienna), and Hungary (Budapest), with a desire to get 

acquainted with other lands and enlarge his spiritual vision.66 

 

With other distinguished Dalmatian Serbs he founded in Zadar in 1879 a Serbian 

newspaper (from 1888 called “The Serbian Voice”)67, which advocated re-

awakening Serbian national awareness, and argued that in Dalmatia Serbs should 

have the same rights as all other peoples.68 

 

Of special significance in the activity of Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota is his work in 

bringing together the religiously divided people of his parish, a large territory in the 

region of Skradin.  Although there were steadfast Orthodox pledges for religious 

tolerance, and good relations between Orthodox and Catholics, respectively among 

Serbs and Croats, he fostered further harmony and fraternity among them.69  The 

activity of Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota was felt widely throughout the Dalmatian 

Diocese.  His hard working and devoted work in priestly an pastoral education, as 

well as his cultural and national mission among the peoples of his religion remains a 

permanently and exemplary model. 

 

                                            
66

 By statement of Bozo Dobrota 
67

 By statement of Bozo Dobrota 
68

 Archives of Bratiskovci Parish 1879, No. 209 so for example this attitude. 
69

 Archdeacon manifested at celebration of fiftieth anniversary.  His priests services which he arranged in July 12, 

1888 in Bratiskovci when at that time was increased tension among Orthodox and Roman Catholics.  He invited to 

this celebration many of his friends and acquaintances from both religions – Serbian Voice – 1888, No. 52. 
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Velimar Dobrota, the son of Archdeacon Damjan and Jarija Mrsic was born in 1848.  

He attended high school of in Zadar, and the seminary in Sremski Karlovci.  He was 

a priest in Bratiskovci for 12 years, a chaplain to Archdeacon Damjan for 10 years 

(1874 – 1884) and for two years Administrator at Bratiskovci’s parish (1877 – 

1888).  The longest time he served as a parish priest was in Smokovic, around 25 

years, from 1889 to his retirement.  As a retiree, he was for some time a parish 

priest in Knin, and after a few years attained Archdeacon’s rank.  He was awarded 

with a red sash on July 5th, 1896.  He died in 1924.  In all the places where he 

served, he devotedly and consciously performed his priests duties.  He was well 

liked and respected.  He was distinguished with humility and a deep devoutness, an 

exemplary priest’s life and generosity.  His whole life was filled with love toward the 

faith and his people.  He cared for every man of his parish and had the ability to 

strongly influence the faithful, and with his exemplary life had an effect on inspiring 

them to do well. 

 

He successfully fought against theft, sneering, quarrels, litigation, and promoted 

peace and unity among his parishioners. 
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Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota 
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While he was the chaplain in Bratiskovci he performed his duties as Church 

administrator most conscientiously and devotedly.  Archdeacon Velimir has left 

written records about the development  of Bratiskovci's Church and parish and his 

pastoral activity.  His priestly activity however was most extensive in Smokovic, 

because there  he served the longest time as a parish priest.  He was a great 

patriot.  He raised and strengthened national consciousness, and strove for 

fraternity and harmony between the Orthodox and Catholics, respectively Serbs and 

Croats.  Often he would point out to the faithful that our brothers are also those 

who are attending a different Church.70 

 

                                            
70

 Biographic and official data has been found in Schematisms Dalmatian-Istrian Diocese (1840 –1911) in historic 

archives in Zadar.  Scripts of Dalmatian Diocese archives of Bratiskovci’s Parish and data about work specially in 

Smokovic given by Bozo Prostran, retiree. 
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Photocopy of certificates about family data, Pane Dobrinevic, that was issued 

16/12/1808 by the parish priest Petar Kricka.  To be verified was signed by the 

head of the village, “Captain” of the village Stevan Vulinovic as the “Representative 

of Authority.”  Certificates written in the Serbian language were translated into 

Italian to be valid at that time, by the French authorities. 
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The photocopy of a certificate of marriage for Vasilj Skocic of the late Pavle, which 

was issued in 26-12-1802 by Chaplain Priest Andrija Dobrota.  The certificate is in 

Italian, but the issuer has signed it in Serbian with Cyrillic letters. 
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Photocopy of a certificate about the family data of Vasilj Skocic of the late Ilija, 

which was issued 14/12/1808 by Chaplain, Priest Andrija Dobreta.  The certificate is 

in Italian, but the issuer has signed it in Serbian Cyrillic letters. 
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Priests Bogdan Dobrota and son Uros Dobrota. 

Certificate about the marriage and property and family data of Dmitar Ognjenovic 

and Vida, issued 15/12/1808 by the Priest Andrija Dobreta. 
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The Church of Saint Nikola in Bratiskovci 
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The Church of Saint Nikola in Bratiskovci 
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Bratiskovci, Republic of Serbia 

φ Latitude °N, λ Longitude °E (of Map center): 

(43.84666056832326, 15.909919738769531) 
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Archdeacon Velimir Dobrota, older son of Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota and brother 

of Priest Bogdan Dobrota.  All of them were priests in the Church of Saint Nikola in 

Bratiskovci parish. 

 



- -40- 

 

Bogdan Dobrota (1889 – 1923), the son of the Archdeacon Damjan, was born in 

Bratiskovci in 1865.  He completed 8 years of high school and matriculated.  In 

Zadar, he started his seminary education in 1884, finishing in 1888.  First he was 

Chaplain to his father, the Archdeacon Damjan for four years, and after that, 

administrator of the parish in 1894, and parish priest from 1895, with a short 

interruption, up to 1923, when, because of illness, he retired.  In total he served 34 

years.  In 1900, he was awarded with a red waist-sash.  He died in 1956 at the age 

of 91. 

 

Father Bogdan was a very cultured and educated priest and held in high regard.  He 

endeavoured to perform rightly and conscientiously his priestly duties.  During his 

time was built in the region of Bratiskovci’s parish, as has already was mentioned, 

the subsidiary Church in Cista Mala, in 1895, and dedicated to the transfer of the 

relics of St. Nikola.  The Church was built by the people of Cista Mala and Gaceleze 

with their own resources because of the ir considerable distance from the parish 

mother Church in Bratiskovci.  On the occasion of its consecration the Church 

received 200 Florins (Austrian currency) in money contributions, along with 

candles, priest's vestments, and icons. 

 

Father Bogdan worked with devotion and carefully performed his duties, managing 

the administration, and assiduously maintaining the registry books.  Also, he took 
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care to maintain the interior and exterior appearance of his Church. 

 

He was a big patriot, and because of that he suffered in the enemy’s jails and 

confinements.   

 

At the beginning of the First World War, he was confined by the Austrian authorities 

as a hostage.  He was again confined during the subsequent Italian occupation of 

Dalmatia, in the beginning of the year 1919, when he was arrested and interned 

with his son for half a year in southern Italy.   

 

He took a great interest in religious and national tolerance, in the mutual 

accommodation of Orthodox and Roman Catholics, respectively Serbs and Croats.71  

Following the end of the First World War in 1918, with the fall of Austria, when the 

Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovens was created, Dalmatia was joined to the new 

state, minus significant parts, Sibenik along with other places including Bratiskovci, 

which at the end of 1918 were occupied by Italy.  These stayed occupied until 

1921, when these regions were freed and attached to new South Slav State. 

 

Archdeacon Uros Dobrota (1919 – 1970) was the son of the priest Bogdan Dobrota.  

He was born in 1891 in Bratiskovci.  He completed 6 grades of high school and the 

                                            
71

 Data taken from Schematism Dalmatian Istrian Diocese (1940 – 1912).  Vesenik, Beograd 1956, No. 179 as per 

statement of Bozo Dobrota. 
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seminary in Zadar, becoming ordained in 1912 in Kotor.  He served as a parish 

priest in Bratiskovci for 51 years, from 1919 to 1970, and prior to this in 

Dobropoljci, from 1912 to 1918.  He was awarded a red waist-sash, and in 1951 

became Archdeacon.  He died in 1974 at the age of 83.  He enjoyed a high 

reputation and respect, not only from his parishioners but also from others.  Uros 

Dobrota was a very serious and conscientious priest, and he worked hard to 

promote Church life in his parish.  Besides the religious life of his parish, he also 

oversaw and took care of the interior and exterior upkeep of the Church. 

 

It was his merit that, with the help of the Wardens and other parishioners, he 

succeeded in the renewal of the existing building and the acquiring of new Church 

furnishings and other elements.  During his time of service, in 1927 the graveyard 

around the Church was planted with Cypress trees. (page 25)  Also, in 1937 a big 

Church house was built on the site of the old one which had been destroyed in a 

fire, and in 1940 he built a new parish home.  During  the Second World War the 

belfry was damaged.  It was rebuilt in 1964. 

 

Besides all this, with the engagement of the the Archdeacon Uros and the Wardens 

Simo Vulinovic, Jovan Lemic, along with Peja Dragovic, in 1924 large new bells 

were brought from a casting factory in Split to replace the two small ones which 

had been used before.  These new bells were similar to the two which had been 
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taken away, to the great sorrow of the parishioners, by the Austrians during the 

first World War and used for their war needs.  With considerable jubilation and 

celebration the new bells were set up in the belfry in 1924. 

 

Uros Dobrota was an excellent administrator, and he distinguished himself through 

the correct and exact performance of his duties.   

 

Being a big patriot, after end of the First World War (1919) he was interned in Italy 

along with other patriots.  During the Second World War he again had to leave his 

home when in 1944 he had to flee to Skradin.  After the liberation of Yugoslavia 

from the Italians and Germans in 1945 he returned to his parish.  In the new 

socialist Yugoslavia he continued his pastoral work, concentrating on rebuilding 

church life, which had been under severe attack during the war years and 

afterward.  Investing big efforts, with the help of his people, he quickly renewed 

Church religious life, which had been seriously weakened, having in mind not only 

the progress of his parish but also of the entire Dalmatian diocese.  He sent from 

his parish five teenagers to the seminary to prepare them for a priest’s vocation.72  

He was also engaged in working for fraternity and concord between both religions, 

respectively of the Serbs and Croats in that religion. 
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 Data taken from Schematism Dalmatian-Istrian Diocese (1891 – 1912) from archives Bratiskovci Parish and 

Vesnik, Beograd, 1974, No. 597-98.  Some data was taken from Uros during his life. 
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He gave a visible and lasting contribution to the progress of Bratiskovci’s parish.   

 

After the Archdeacon Uros Dobrota, Branko Milankovic became the parish priest; he 

served until 1970.  Afterwards ,Rajko Maric has served as parish priest, from 1970 

to this day. 

 

The Bratiskovci parish had been served by the same family, the Dobrota, from the 

beginning of the XVIII century until 1971: nine priests in total, with also sending 

two priests to other parishes.   

 

Maintenance of priests had been mainly the burden of the local parishioners.  

Besides direct lodging, the funds awarded were also for rent and heat.  These were 

collected from the plate, that is, from the Church's congregation.73  Priests of this 

parish, according to custom, also received from parishioners an established income 

in cash for performing a number of priestly duties (christening, marriages, funerals, 

and such), but often compensation also in natural products (wheat, wine, cheese, 

eggs): that is, a specific part of farm produce or livestock was set aside every year 

for the parish's priests.  This income awarded to the priest of this parish was 

moderate.  In the middle of the XIX century they earned approximately 240 

                                            
73

 So according to find data for example for 1870 and 1882 annual pay to priest “in the name of plate” came to 20 

forinta (Austrian money) and for rend for example 1882 came to 50 forinta. 
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Florins.74  From 1936, until the beginning of the Second World War, instead of the 

above, priests would receive a determined pay.  Today, the priest of the Church 

congregation is given a garden, a home and wood, and from the parishioners 

receives a pre-determined award in money for performing particular priestly duties.  

Also, the priest and the other Church's servants, as officers of the Church, are 

today directly compensated.   
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 Archives of Bratiskovci’s Parish, 1844, No. 47 
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THE SEXTONS OR VERGERS 

THE CANTORS AND THE WARDENS 

 

These officials took care of bell-tolling, holy bread, holy wine, the censer and 

incense.  They would light and extinguishing candles, prepare the censer and 

afterward would take care of the cleaning of the Church building and other Church 

property.  These Church servants are mentioned in the XIX century records, but 

without names. 

 

They, for their work, received a pre-determined annual award.  So, according to 

found data in the XIX century records, for example, the pay of the Church servants 

was 60 Florins in 1862,75 and 100 Florins annually in 1882.76 

 

In the XX century, before the First World War, Nikola Erakovic and Blagoja (Blasko) 

Kricka (1943) are mentioned in documents as the Church's servants.  Kricka had 

served for 40 years.  In love with his vocation, he performed this duty zealously 

(diligently) and consciously, and it can be said that he was very helpful to the 

priest, and contributed to the successful development the Church's religious life.  In 

recognition to his devoted work, Bratiskovci’s Church congregation has erected a 
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 Archives of Bratiskovci’s Parish excerpt from accounting of Parish Church St. Nikola in Bratiskovci for year 

1862, No. 58 
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 The same for year 1882, No. 279 and 268 
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monument to him near the Church.  After his death at the end of the Second World 

War (1945), the  duty of the Church's servant was very diligently performed for 

several years by his son Gliso Kricka.  More recently, as the Church's servants we 

find Stevan Kricka of the late Ciro, Jandrija Kricka of the late Rade, and Spiro 

Kricka.77 

 

Also among the Church's servants are the Cantors, who during the Church service 

sing from behind the cantor-stand the Church's hymns and responses.  In surviving 

Church documents the cantors are not individually mentioned.  The job of the 

cantor usually was performed for a specified reward.   

 

Local teachers are recorded from the time of founding of the school in 1858 up until 

the Second World War.  But, during this time, others are also mentioned in the 

documents.  For example, before the First World War (1914) as cantor is mentioned 

for several years Spiro Dobrota (1937), the nephew of Archdeacon Damjan 

Dobrota, a good cantor and an excellent connoisseur of Church services, prayers 

and hymnbooks.  Up until the Second World War also are mentioned as cantors 

Gliso Karabuva and Gnjatija Lalic.  After the Second World War Damjan Dobrota, 

retired teacher, and pensioner Mitar Skrobonja were cantors for several years.78  

                                            
77

 According to statements of Bozo Dobrota, Nikola Dobrota and Spiro Kricka. 

 
78

 According to data from Bozo Dobrota. 



- -48- 

 

These cantor’s were receiving a specified cash reward.  Otherwise, in the 

documents are also mentioned other Church servants and cantors, but not 

individually, and therefore an injustice is done to them, because they too were very 

helpful to the priest, and besides him, they contributed to the progress of the 

Church life. 

 

In the handling of Church property and the Church financial affairs  all members of 

the congregation participated indirectly, as they were represented by the wardens 

“by proxy”.  These wardens were chosen from amongst the members of the 

Church.  This board vocation was honorary.  They conducted inspections and took 

care of real-estate and finances. 

 

The wardens controlled all transactions, all affairs relating to Church property, and 

signed together with the priest the final Church bills and accounts.  Along with this 

they concerned themselves with the  better realization of the Church's common-

table of brotherly Christian love.79  During the Church service they would collect the 

plate money and donations, as well as taking good care of order in the Church.  

Also, the wardens contributed to the prospering of Church life, especially with 

respect of the care of the estate.   

                                            
79

 These tables of brotherly love arised originally from times of days of Christianity.  They were first held in 

“fraternal house” during Easter fasting on occasion of communion and other religious celebrations.  The believers 

were bringing the food, and Church gave the oil and wine according to statements of Bozo Dobrota and Nikola 

Dobrota. 
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In the XIX century, according to the archives, for instance, in 1862  as wardens 

Andrija Trobonjaca, Djuro Damjanic, and Ilija Srocic are mentioned; in 1870, 

Gligorije Erakovic, Sava Vujko, and Marko Milovic; in 1879, Krsta Gardian, Jovo 

Urukalo, Petar Dragovic; in 1882, Gnjatija Guardijan, Nikola Trobonjaca and Djuro 

Lazinica; in 1889, Milan Lalic, Jovan Gardian, Spiro Dragovic; in 1900, Simat 

Lazinica, Marko Pavasovic, and Todor Urukalo; in 1924, Simo Vulinovic, Jovan 

Lemic, and Pejo Dragovich,80 in 1937; Misko Kricka, Stevan Lalic and Pavao 

Dobrijevic.81 In 1964, Djuro Karabuva, Ilija Dragovic and Spiro Pavasovic.82  

Presently, the wardens are: Gliso Pavasovic, Ilija Dragovic, and Ljubo Milovic.83 

 

 

                                            
80

 According to Schematism of Orthodox Dalmatian-Istrian Diocese for 1862, 1870, 1879 and 1882 and according 

of archives of Bratiskovci’s Parish. 

 
81

 According to statement of Bozo Dobrota. 
82

 According to statement of Archdeacon Uros Dobrota. 
83

 By statement of Bratiskovci’s priest Rajko Maric. 
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THE SCHOOL 

 

In these times about which we are concerned, the Church, besides devoting the 

biggest care to the religious and moral life of its people, took special care to provide 

for their schooling.  It has to be said that both the Church and the school were in 

the service of the people. 

 

Jeretej Mutibaric, Orthodox Bishop of Dalmatia (1843 – 1853) was involved in the 

opening of the first school.  He recommended that within the frame of the existing 

laws schools be started, and where there were not suitable conditions for these, 

that auxiliary schools be opened.  He insisted that teaching be given in the national 

language, Serbian, and through the Cyrillic alphabet.84  The schools in Dalmatia, 

according to the rules at that time, up to 1869, were under the immediate 

supervision, management and direction of the Church.  Principals and immediate 

school supervisors were priests.  Teachers were priests and clerics, seldom laymen.  

The Church authorities however were compelled to name school personnel who 

were in harmony with state authority. 

 

In that epoch, as has already been mentioned, on the initiative of the Church, a 

church-hall was opened in Bratiskovci for the first time in 1847.  An elementary 
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 Sanu Beograd, No. 359 and 360. 
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school, a smaller auxiliary, was started then85, in which the first teacher was the 

local parish priest, Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota.  That year in this school were 

taught the subjects most useful to Christian man: Christian catechism, reading, 

calculation, verbal calculation (figuring) and Church singing.86  This was the 

beginning of literacy in that region. 

 

However, after only one year, Bratiskovci’s school stopped its work, both because 

of the parent’s ignorance and poverty, and the long distances to school with the 

consequent neglect to send children to school.87  Yet, on the initiative and 

engagement of their first teacher, Damjan Dobrota, this school was opened for the 

second time in 1858, and in the same church-hall, but now as a regular public 

school “Scula elementare popular”,88 and there he worked until 1872.  First the 

lower two grades were instituted, and from 1867 grade-three. 

 

Besides reading and writing, the school offered knowledge of use for everyday 

living in parallel with giving a basic Orthodox Christian education.   It also was 

educating its students in the national spirit, in cultural educational and national 

                                            
85

 Archives of Bratiskovci’s Parish 1847, No. 24.  Worked with 14 (12 males and 2 female pupils) from Bratiskovci 

( Vulinovic Stanko, Dobrota Gnjatija, Dobrota Milica, Dobrota Draginja, Erakovic Gligorije, Erakovic Petar, Kricka 

Antonije, Kricka Ilija and Pjevalica Dimitrije).  From Plastovo 2 – Dobrijevic Stanko, Gardijan Jovan, from Velika 

Glava 3 (Vujko Petar, Zjalic Petar, Pozper Lazar). 
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 Archives of Bratiskovci’s Parish, 1847, No. 24. 
87

 Haz scripts of Orthodox Dalmatian-Istrian Diocese, Volume 50, No. 472. 

 
88

 Haz RSN (1858) VIIC, No. 2741. 
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Dalmatian needs.  Patriotic teachers were awakening and developing in their 

students a national consciousness and patriotism. 

 

Literacy was taught on the basis of a primer, the "caslovac", and with The Book of 

Psalms of Tzar Solomon, which was used on the recommendation of the Church.  

These were the most important books for learning.  In the auxiliary schools only 

Cyrillic was taught, but in the regular schools first the Cyrillic alphabet and then the 

Latin alphabet.  This program was best suited for the religious and cultural 

education and national needs of Dalmatian Serbs, and was the best defence of an 

awakening patriotism in the face of Italian domination, religious and cultural.  

 

The first teacher of the renewed school in 1858 for a short time was a young man, 

Milan Maric from Skradin.89  There is no data to be found on his education.  After 

Maric, young men who had finished clerical school were used as teachers: beside 

pure theological and some general educational subjects they taught teaching 

methods, so that graduates could become priests and teachers.90  

 

Such teachers in the Bratiskovci’s school were Simeon Dobric (1858 – 1861), Slava 

Bjelic (1862 – 1863), Mihailo Mrsic (sometime in 1864), and Mihailo Dragolovic 

                                            
89

 Haz scripts Orthodox Dalmatian-Istrian Diocese volume 70, No. 1074. 
90

 Cleric school for preparation of Orthodox priesthood opened in Sibenik at the end of year 1833.  Up to year 1841 

when it was transferred with Bishop seat to Zadar and there existed up to end of 1863/64. 
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(1864 – 1867).  Bratiskovci’s parish priest, Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota (1868), 

who, besides all his duties voluntarily offered himself for teacher.  After that we find 

Jakov Grcic (1869 – 1871),91 a teacher in the Bratiskovci school who had graduated 

from the teachers school from Arbanasi near Zadar .  Bratiskovci's school in that 

period was under the supervision of the Church.  Through it passed in 1847, and 

from 1858 until the end of 1871 altogether 279 pupils.92 

 

The Archdeacon’s unconditional dedication to Bratiskovci's Church, according to 

archives, also helped the school materially, giving to the teachers additional pay, 

which from 1861 to 1869 amounted to from 50 to 150 Florins annually, as well as 

free lodging in the church-hall.  The Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota was not only the 

school supervisor, but also its principal, one who guided it to succeed and prosper. 

 

It has to be mentioned that the first Bratiskovci school, working under Church 

supervision, gave a significant start to the enlightenment and culture of this region.  

As supervisor and principal, Archdeacon Damjan Dobrota had a significant influence 
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 Data taken from Schematism of Orthodox Dalmatian-Istrian Diocese for mentioned years in connection with 

Church, religious and peoples life.  So by example in mentioned hand written book “Znamenija” there are notes.  In 

one note has been said (mentioned) that Bishop Sofroniju, probably Kutovali was paid 10 dukata (golden coin) at the 

end of XVIII century.  In the same book there is and separate signature of Simeun Manojlovic from August 14, 

1796. 
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 In Trebnik (handbook) – Moskrva 1732, priest Jovan Dobretic, Parish priest of St. Nikola in Bratiskovci has 

written down that from October 1771 – February 1772 year was raining.  Afterwards in the same book exists note 

that 1778 year from beginning of December to January next was so cold and hoar-frost that ox has roared.  In Oktoih 

which was printed in printing shop of Bozidar Vukovic, Venice 1536 exists note written with one’sown hand of 

Andrej Dobrota, Bratiskovci, Church St. Nikola 1798.  Afterwards there’s a note that brothers bought this book from 

Priest Nizodim Kricka for Church for 6 grosa (Austrian money change). 
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in tracing the path for the creation of a more complete contemporary school system 

in Dalmatia. 

 

The school was once again re-opened in 1894 – 1895, this time in an entirely new 

school building, now more contemporary, more complete, and under the 

supervision and management of the state and regional authorities.  Regulations 

from 1869 on stipulated that the schools of the region were now to be separated 

from the Church, yet the Church's influence was to be long felt, especially 

throughout the Austrian's rule of the area all the way to 1918.  Because religious 

teaching and its supervision remained further under the influence of the Church the 

priests became members of the school councils.  Along with all the other members, 

in the regional school councils there were always representatives of the Church.  In 

this manner the pupils continued to be brought up in the Orthodox Christian spirit.  

The Bratiskovci school significantly contributed to education and the fight for 

adaptation to changing circumstances, the affirmation of ones cultural roots, and 

the final victory for the re-establishment and prevailing of a national language and 

a national spirit, as well as to bringing closer in harmony and concord Serbs and 

Croats in that region, and this in a spirit of national revival. 

 

This school in the beginning and under supervision of the Church was the core from 

which has developed a full elementary public school system, one which still exists 



- -55- 

 

today.  The Church played a significant role in the creation, development and 

continuation of those schools. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

In the beginning of the eighteenth century, in the surviving archives of the 

Bratiskovci parish, are recorded the names of the priests who endeavoured to 

organize, establish and promote the church’s religious life.  Already by 1743 the 

main parish register was formally instituted. 

 

Besides their activities in parish work, and their endeavour to best organize and 

develop it’s life, Bratiskovci’s priests played a significant role at the end of the 

XVIIIth century and at the beginning of XIXth century in the life of the larger 

community when they took a visible participation in general church affairs 

throughout the Orthodox diocese of Dalmatia. 

 

In the eighteenth century Bratiskovci’s priests contributed significantly to repulsing 

the assault of Venice’s authorities on the independence and freedom of the 

Orthodox Dalmatian church, and through the first half of the nineteenth century in 

the fight against the Austrian attempt to force into Catholicism the Serbs of 

Dalmatia by way of a Church Union on the Eastern-Catholic (Polish) model.  In that 

regard Andrija Dobrota had visibly distinguished himself, while through the variety 

of his contributions, the most deserving of praise was Damjan Dobrota, who before 

the end of the first and through the second half of the nineteenth century 
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performed his priestly work with devoted conscientiousness and exemplary effort, 

and  contributed the most to the transformation and advancement of the parish.  At 

that time it reached its peak in progress.  An outstanding priest and teacher, an 

educator of his people, a fighter against ignorance and illiteracy, an awakener of 

national consciousness, Damjan Dobrota had started from the conviction that 

without knowledge and education there is no progress. 

 

Parallel with building up Bratiskovci’s parish he built up and developed Bratiskovci’s 

church, respectively God’s very temple.  It was renewed and enlarged in the XVIII 

century, but mostly in the XIX century.  In the middle of the nineteenth century the 

church got a new altar with Icon-screen, and at the end of the century, a new and 

tall monumental belfry (steeple). 

 

It has to be said that Bratiskovci’s church and school respectively, namely its 

priests and teachers, through their abilities and efforts gave a significant 

contribution to the development and prospering of the religious, moral, cultural, 

educational, and national life of the Bratiskovci parish, and they also to some 

degree influenced its economic and social development.  Along with the priests and 

the teachers, the church's servants, wardens and cantors, every one in there own 

way, with the support of the people, have all contributed to the promotion and 

prospering of church and religious life in this parish, and in such a manner that 
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thanks to the total efforts of these devoted workers, the parish of Bratiskovci has 

given a significant and lasting contribution to the development of the Dalmatian 

Orthodox Diocese.  
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